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Many who paid to claim 
write-off are now told not 
all may be deductible. 


By Laura McCrystal 
STAFF WRITER 

Less than a day after the IRS 
declared that some taxpayers 
might not be able to claim deduc- 
tions from prepaying their 2018 
local taxes, government officials 
across the region and beyond 
scrambled Thursday to interpret 
and respond to the unexpected 
warning. 

The IRS advisory, issued late 
Wednesday, seemed to throw a 
wrench in efforts by thousands 
of taxpayers to get the biggest 
benefit before the new federal 
tax law takes effect next week. It 
said taxpayers can’t claim deduc- 
tions for prepayments on estimat- 
ed local taxes, just for taxes that 
have been calculated and as- 
sessed by their municipality this 
year. 

If taxpayers who already 
rushed to pay 2018 property tax- 
es will still somehow be allowed 
to deduct those payments re- 
mains “the big open question,” 
said Nicole Kaeding, an econo- 
mist for the Tax Foundation. 
“The worst case is that individu- 
als have actually given an inter- 
est-free loan to their municipal 
government.” 

Though it is likely too late for 
local governments to issue last- 
minute tax bills or blanket assess- 
ments to let taxpayers prepay 
their 2018 bills, lawyers and gov- 
ernment officials have been ex- 
amining the issue. Kaeding pre- 
dicted “there would likely be 
some litigation next year for indi- 
viduals who have already pre- 
paid.” 

Taxpayers can rest easy in Phil- 
adelphia, where officials said 
their prepayments fit the IRS 


But will Mummers 


Pedestrians along Chestnut Street at 16th Street left visual marks of their presence at lunchtime Thursday. 
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strut on Monday? 
That’s up in the air 


By Claudia Vargas 
STAFF WRITER 


Predictions for wind chills hovering 


guidelines. The city sent out its 

2018 tax bills earlier this month 

and payments are due at the end 
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By Michaelle Bond 
STAFF WRITER 


The near-record-breaking cold is expect- 
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El e around zero on New Years Day have ed to tighten its grip on the region in the 
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years: postponing the Mummers Parade. dangerous one. 
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winner discussing the possibility of moving the pa- STU BYKOFSKY | A2 Delaware River waterfront will do so with 
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One line to cross, or many? 


Companies try to craft harassment policies for a new era. 


By Anna Orso 
STAFF WRITER 

When Philadelphia lawyer 
Deborah Weinstein counsels 
men accused of harassing wom- 
en at work, she’s often asked: 
How do you know something 
you’re about to do or say will be 
unwelcome? 

Weinstein said there’s no 
“bright line,” so when she’s con- 
ducting antiharassment train- 
ing, she gives this guide: “If you 


would not like to see yourself 
covered by the news media do- 
ing what you are about to do or 
saying what you are about to 
say, that would be the line.” 

Companies across the country 
are grappling with how to de- 
fine, police, and prevent sexual 
harassment in the workplace as 
the #MeToo movement has re- 
sulted in powerful men being ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct na- 
tionwide. 


But what’s the best way to do 
that? 

Should companies develop a 
“zero-tolerance” policy that pro- 
hibits everything from sexually 
charged jokes to penis pictures, 
or should they establish a hierar- 
chy of sins with proportionate 
responses? How should they dis- 
tinguish between romantic rela- 
tionships and sexual miscon- 
duct? And is there potential for 

See POLICIES on A4 
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Al Roker, Savannah Guthrie (center), and Hoda Kotb on the set of 
“Today” in the wake of the firing of cohost Matt Lauer. NBC now has a 
policy telling employees how to hug. 
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